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Yet shall the friends who loved her weep, 
Though shrined in peace the sufferer sleep, 
Yet shall they weep ,—for oft and well 
Remembrance shall her story tell, 
Affection of her virtues speak 
With beaming eye, and burning cheek, 
Each action, word, and look, recal, 
The last, the loveliest of all. 
Montgomery. 

IT was on the bank of one of those beautiful lakes, which 
reflect the bold outlines of the neighbouring mountains, that 
Mr. P about the year 1760 erected his mansion. De- 
scended from an ancient family in England, he passed his 
earlier years in one of the universities. Having completed 
his education, he visited those countries in Europe, which 
art had sufficiently improved to arrest the attention ofa travel- 
ler. When he had passed three years in polishing his man- 
ners by association with foreigners, and in repairing to places 
rendered interesting as the theatre of great events, he return- 
ed to his native country. Soon after his arrival, he was mar- 
ried to a young lady to whom he had been attached from his 
childhood. 

Preferring bold and irregular scenery, to the finished beau- 
ty of his native country; he determined to remove to Scot- 
land, where amid its lofty peaks and crystal sheets of water, 
he fondly hoped to pass his life in all the happiness which his 
ample fortune promised. In the vicinity of Loch——-his time 
rolled away in the calm tranquillity, which is so often the 
result of independence in retirement. 

His affections centered in an only daughter, who in this de- 
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lightful abode passed her earlier years in the acquisition of 
knowledge, under the care ofa private instructor. Her mind 
was a reflection of the peaceful lake which slept beneath her, 
never ruffled or discomposed by the storms of passion. Her 
rapid acquirements did not escape the observation of her par- 
ents, who beheld her progress with delight, and looked for- 
ward with no little pleasure to the time, when they should pre- 
sent her to the view of the world, arrayed in the charms of fe- 
male beauty, with a mind improved by an extensive ac- 
quaintance with literature and science. She admired the grand 
and beautiful scenery which had been liberally spread around 
her, and indulged the hope of passing her life in this abode, 
rendered doubly interesting as the place of her nativity: she 
would listen with delight to the narration of those incidents 
which oceur in the world, but when she looked forward to that 
period which should present them to her inspection, she shrunk 
from the contemplation, and found all her affections eutwining 
around the pleasures of youth, and the theatre of their action. 

Her sixteenth year being completed, her parents removed 
to London, to improve her manners by mingling with the 
polished society of that city. With no little sorrow she left 
that retreat, where happiness had so long held undisputed 
sway ; and with an anxious parting look, she saw her native 
mountains fade away on the distant horizon. 

Amelia entered the world of fashion unfitted to unite in its 
follies, and ill prepared to encounter those tempests which had 
wrecked so many a voyager. Her life had been a picture of a 
summer’s evening ; its calm serenity never having beenshaded 
by those clouds of sorrow, whichso often obscure the brightest 
sunshine. Her pleasing deportment, excited the liveliest inter- 
est in all who beheld her, while her retiring manners, form- 
ed in seclusion from the world, exhibited a striking contrast 
to the deportment of those, who had passed their existence in 
the giddy whial of amusement and fashion. Her auburn locks, 
falling in ringlets on a neck of. snow, her eye of blue spark- 
ling with intelligence, on retiring from the gaze of the spec- 
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tator, added to the bloom which health imparted to her com- 
plexion, riveted the eyes of many an admirer. 

Among these there was no one whose countenance beamed 
in her presence with more pleasure than Alonzo, a young gen- 
tleman of birth and fortune, who hada few months before fin- 
ished his education in the University of Oxford, and at the age 
of twenty entered the army. From his childhood he had been 
delighted with the pomp of war, and while pursuing his stu- 
dies, he looked forward with nosmall satisfaction to the time, 
when leaving the groves of Academus, he should be permitted 
to enroll his name among the defenders of his country’s bon- 
our and the promoters of its glory. In anticipating the splen- — 
dour of triumph, andthe plaudits of thousands, his mind was 
raised to the highest pitch of enthusiasm. In contemplating 
them, the pleasures of domestic life had never appeared to 
him of any comparative value, until accident brought him into 
the society of Amelia. 

A former intimacy between his father and Mr. P , gave 
Alonzo access to the house of the latter. His visits which at 
first resulted from mere civility, were often repeated ; and his 
Sriendship was soon succeeded by an emotion, which has been 
more frequently realized than described. Before he was 
aware, he found the charms of London concentrated in the 
house of his father’s friend. His visits were received by 





Amelia, with that politeness which is conspicuous in a mind 
refined by education. Although it was visible to all around 
her, that she was the object of attraction, she did not permit 
herself to impute them to any cause, but that urbanity which 
appeared to be characteristick of Alonzo. 

The regiment to which he was attached was soon to embark 
for America, where it was expected to remain, until the colo- 
nies should be reduced to obedience.- As the time for em- 
barkation approached, his visits were more frequently repeat- 
ed, and it was not without regret, that he saw the certainty of 
separation so near at hand. Her image in all its attractive- 
ness, was continuaily before him, whenever his professional 
duties called him from her society, and he found with sur- 
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prise that the brilliancy of his employment, was daily less and 
less vivid. As the time for return was uncertain, he proffered 
his hand to her, who had so long been the object of his love 
and admiration. His hopes were soon crowned with success, 
and although he was to part from her whom he had tenderly 
loved until months and perhaps years should roll away, still 
he was consoled with the hope, that he should weave for him- 
self inthe field of glory, a wreath, which would bloom with 
increasing beauty, cherished as it would be by the affections 
of one, whose happiness was identified with his own. 

The dreaded day at length arrived. The sorrow which was 
visible in every expression, and the fear that they might never 
meet again, spread a melancholy over the countenance of 
Amelia, imparted loveliness to her native beauty, and excited 
the liveliest interest in the mind of Alonzo. He wiped away 
the tear which stole down her cheek, and with the conflicting 
emotions of love and a thirst for glory, he bade her a fond 
adieu, and was soon borne beyond the sight of his native isl- 
and. He caught the last glimpse of its azure peaks, and with 
@ heavy heart, saw them melt away in the blue waves of the 
ocean. 

A prosperous voyage soon brought the detachment to which 
he belonged to New-York, which was at that time the head 
quarters of the British forces. The glitter of arms, and the 
shouts of battle, filled his mind with transient delight ; but in 
those calm moments which often occur in the life ofa soldier, 
he fixed his eye on the happiness he so recently enjoyed, while 
memory presented to his view the image of fair Amelia. He 
looked forward with anxiety, to the time when the regiment 
should be recalled and his dreams of bliss should be changed 
into fruition. The colonies persisted in refusing to acknowl- 
edge the sway of the mother country, and continued to assert 
their right torank among the nations. Although he had from 
time to time received from her a tribute of affection, he found 
his suns revolving more slowly than formerly, and after one 
year had elapsed, the time for his return, apparently no near- 
er than at his arrival. The courage which he displayed in 
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several engagements, and his intimate acquaintance with the 
profession which he followed, elicited the commendation of 
his superior officers. Promotion which soon succeeded, af- 
forded a temporary pleasure and furnished a slight relief to his 
protracted absence; still the pictures of happiness which af- 
fection presented to his view, were like the evening cloud, 
rapidly vanishing away. 

The mind ef Amelia since his departure had been continu- 
ally agitated. His absence had been prolonged much beyond 
his expectations. ‘The dangers of war were ever present to 
her imagination. Often she fancied him cut down in the heat 
of battle, or suffering from wounds received in the shock 
of conflicting armies. She dreaded the perusal of intelligence 
from America, lest the name of Alonzo should meet her eye 
among the number of those, who had fallen a sacrifice to Bri- 
tain’s glory. Several months having elapsed since she had re- 
ceived any intelligence from him, the hope that he still sur- 
vived the numerous actions in which he had been engaged 
had almost expired. 

Her parents in the mean time removed with her to their 
residence in Scotland. Although association spread a thou- 
sand beauties over the objects around her, and presented to 
her view all the glowing pleasures of childhood, she found to 
her surprise, that their charms had fled away. Her parents 
exerted themselves to dispel that sorrow which seemed to be 
‘rapidly corroding her present happiness, and watched her de- 
clining health with no little anxiety. They suggested the 
probability that Alonzo was so occupied with his professional 
duties, as to be unable to write as frequently as he might wish 
—that the vessels conveying his epistles, might have been 
captured by some of the numerous French cruisers, whose sails 
whitened the Atlantic—or that he might have been taken a 
prisoner, and found it difficult in the interior of the provinces 
to communicate intelligence to his friends. 

An officer of the same name as Alonzo had been killed, and 
but little doubt existed in the minds of her friends, that he hac 
fallen in battle. ‘This intelligence was concealed for many 
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weeks from Amelia, who educated in indulgence, and finding 
all her wants anticipated by the affection of her parents, was 
ill qualified to encounter the trials which are endured with so 
much fortitude, by those who have often drank of the cup of 
adversity. She read in the countenances of her friends, and 
inthe whispers of the servants, the supposed fate of Alonzo. 
She shunned the society of her friends; melancholy spread 
over hercountenance, and to the eyes of her fond parents she 
appeared to be rapidly wasting away. The dark cloud of 
sorrow had overspread her horizon, and through it pierced 
no ray of consolation. She would daily survey the prospect 
around her, and with anever active imagination, contrast her 
present situation, and her former happiness. As no intelli- 
gence was received from Alonzo, all hope of his being alive, 
disappeared. Her melancholy increased ; she soon became 
bewildered-—despair and frenzy alternately absorbed her mind, 
and triumphed over her happiness. 

It was at the battle of Kutaw springs, (Lord Rawdon hav- 
ing given directions for a charge,) that Alonzo as he was lead- 
ing his detachment to the attack, received a wound and fell in 
frontof his troops. He was discovered at the conclusion ef 


the battle, fainting frem the loss of blood. 
‘© The wandering breath was on the wing to part, 
** Weak was the pulse, and hardly heav’d the heart.” 


In this situation he was conveyed toa neighbouring cottage, 
where having his wounds dressed, he soon recovered to such 
a degree, as tobe conveyed to Charleston. As his health 
had been impaired by his recent sufferings, he obtain- 
ed permission to return to his native country, and embarked 
for England. His anticipations of happiness were soon 
blasted, by the appearance of a French frigate, which giv- 
ing chace captured the ship in which he was sailing, and not 
long after, arrived with the prize at one of the islands of the 
West-Indies. Here he continued several months, anxiously 
waiting to be exchanged. During his detention he made 
known his situation to Amelia, drew a lively picture of the 
hopes he entertained of soon seeing her—of passing the re- 
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mainder of his life in her society, and concluded with express- 
ing a determination to leave the army. 

This letter arrived some months after the supposed death of 
Alonzo had been discovered by Amelia. The information it 
contained, greatly encouraged her parents, who hoped that 
the knowledge of his existence, would be the means of her res- 
toration. It was conveyed to her during one of those tranquil 
moments, which appear in the life even ofa lunatic. She lis- 
tened to the intelligence withastonishment. The pictures of 
happiness presented by her ready memory—the fear of some 
accident still befalling Alonzo and the numerous prospects of 
bliss rising before her imagination, rushed upon her mind like 
an irrisistible torrent, and swept away every vestige of her 
sanity. Her dishevelled hair—her distrust of her nearest 
friends and her frantic eye wildly rolling, exhibited a power- 
ful contrast to the retiring modesty, so conspicuous in her 
earlier years. Her parents hung over her with intense earn- 
estness, when they saw disease rioting upon her health and 
beauty, and that mind which had been to them a source of so 
much happiness now fallen intoruins. They had looked upon 
her as the solace of their declining years—she was their only 
hope—had long been the pride of.every circle—and with delight 
they had often beheld the riveted eye, and the smile of appro- 
bation, silently portraying her praise. 

Alonzo whose exchange had been effected, returned to his 
native country, and immediately hastened to Scotland. He 
reached the mansion of Amelia, with a heart overflowing with 
joy, and by her father was informed of her situation. His 
distress, was as intense as his previous happiness, as he be- 
held his fairest hopes vanishing ness. The news of his ar- 
rival wasconveycd to Amelia, with the greatest caution and 
tenderness ; but instead of proving a balm to her tortured 
heart, her madness seemed to collect, and to be on the point 
of overwhelming her in ruins. This storm was soon succeed 
ed by a calm tranquillity, which flattered the hopes of her par- 
ents. By the minute attentions of her lover, and by the 
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gratification of every want, her mind began to dawn, and 
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spread a twilight through the melancholy darkness, which had 
so long obscured it. The gloom which surrounded her was 
soon dispelled, and succeeded by an unclouded sky. As no 
vestige of her insanity appeared, she yielded her hand to Alon- 
zo. As her health was still feeble, it was the advice of her 
physician, that she should remove to the south of France, in 
order to pass the approaching winter. In company with her 
parents they embarked from Glasgow, with the hope after the 
lapse of a few months, of returning to Scotland. The ship 
spread her canvass to a gentle breeze, which wafted them on 


their way; and with them 

“‘ many a maiden’s sigh was sent, 

And many a mother’s blessing went, 
And many a father’s prayer.” 


A few hours after their departure, a violent storm arose, 
shrouding the heavens in darkness, and pouring all its terrors 
upon the ocean. It swept before it many a gallant ship,— 
which had proudly rode the waves, and spotted the ocean with 
the fragments of manya wreck. Those who sailed in compa- 
ny with it 





—— mark’d the high mast head 

Of that devoted vessel, toss’d 

By winds and floods, now seen, now lost ; , 
While every guo-fire spread 

A dimmer flash, a fainter roar ; 

At length they saw—they heard no more.” 


EUGENIUS. 


et, Qe 


TO CORRESPONDENTS. 


The Mermaid has been received, and shall soon have a place. 
Azrael shall be admitted. 
Allegoricus is under consideration. 


The Death of Lawrence has come to hand. 


Several communications without signatures, have been received, aad shal! 
have due attention. 








